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In a summary prepared while offi-
cials in Washington sparred, Attorney
General William Barr said the two-year
probe by special counsel Robert Mueller
produced no conclusion that President
Donald Trump conspired with Russia to
sway the 2016 election.

Barr also wrote in the digest deliv-
ered to Congress on Sunday that the evi-
dence collected by Mueller does not
conclusively show whether Trump ob-

structed justice after taking office as
president. While Barr and his staff sift-
ed through the report and its supporting
documents, Congressional Democrats
called for the full release of the report,
threatening to subpoena documents
and bringing Mueller and other officials
to testify if they were not received.

No charges for Trump
Even though report shows Trump did not 
commit crime, president is not exonerated 

Special counsel Robert Mueller’s report produced no
conclusion President Donald Trump conspired with
Russia to sway the 2016 election. EVAN VUCCI/AP

“While this report does
not conclude that the
president committed a
crime, it also does not
exonerate him.”

Special counsel Robert
Mueller
As quoted by Attorney General
William Barr

FULL STORY, PAGE 3A

Glacial melt on Mount 
Everest reveal bodies. 3A

Bellingham seeks safety

Bellingham wants to make streets safer
for cyclists and pedestrians. 2A

Weather

High 57° ❚ Low 40°
Rainy. Forecast, 10A

Trip to state or bust for
North Kitsap softball
SPORTS, 1B

BREMERTON – Students at View
Ridge Elementary Arts Academy have
been working on their roar, as the school
prepares for its April 10 performance of
“The Lion King KIDS” at Bremerton
High School Performing Arts Center.

View Ridge was selected this fall to
participate in Disney Musicals in
Schools, which makes the production
available free to a limited number of
public elementary schools each year.
Manchester Elementary in South Kitsap
also was selected for the program and
also performed “The Lion King KIDS.”

Disney Musicals in Schools is of-
fered through select arts organizations
across the nation, including the Seat-
tle Theatre Group, which worked with
View Ridge and Manchester. To date,
more than 280 schools and more than
30,000 students have participated na-
tionwide. This is STG’s fifth year host-
ing the program.

Starting in November, “teaching
artists” from STG worked with View
Ridge students, staff members and
parents to produce the Disney-li-
censed 30-minute adaptation of the
1994 “Lion King” movie that later be-

View Ridge arts academy gets help from Disney

Justin Soriano, left, as Mufasa and Kaydence Ockerman, as Sarabi, welcome baby Simba in View Ridge Elementary Arts
Academy's production of “The Lion King KIDS” in a dress rehearsal earlier this month at the East Bremerton Community
Gym. The school was selected to take part in the Disney Musicals in Schools program for the 2018-19 school year.
CHRISTOPHER NELSON/SEATTLE THEATRE GROUP

GET READY TO ROAR
Chris Henry Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

View Ridge presents 
“The Lion King KIDS”
What: A 30-minute adaptation of Dis-
ney’s “The Lion King”

When: 6 p.m. April 10

Where: Bremerton High School Per-
forming Arts Center

Cost: $5 suggested donation; VIP seat-
ing with a $20 donation

Sponsors: $25 for a business card ad,
$50 for a half-page ad in playbill; con-
tact kathryn.sprague@bremerton-
schools.org

See VIEW RIDGE, Page 6A

Members of the governor’s orca task
force last week expressed hope and a bit
of surprise as they discussed their rec-
ommendations to help the orcas —rec-

ommendations that were shaped into
legislation and now have a fairly good
chance of passage.

Over the years, some of their ideas
have been proposed and discussed —
and ultimately killed — by lawmakers,
but now the plight of the critically en-
dangered southern resident killer
whales has increased the urgency of

these environmental measures — in-
cluding bills dealing with habitat, oil-
spill prevention and the orcas them-
selves.

No doubt success this time can be
credited in part to the Democrats taking
over the majority in the Senate last year,
giving their party control of both
houses. But many Republicans are on

board with the orca bills.
The Southern Resident Killer Whale

Task Force met March 18, the first time
the group has met since November,
when members voted to propose 36 rec-
ommendations to help save the whales
from extinction. After that, the recom-

Bill to help orcas keeps moving toward approval
Watching Our 
Water Ways 
Christopher Dunagan

Guest columnist

See ORCAS, Page 4A

TACOMA – A 69-year-old man sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison for shoot-
ing an acquaintance at his doorstep on
Halloween 2016 had his conviction re-
versed last week. Appellate judges
ruled he should not have been pre-
vented from testifying about why he
was afraid of the man he shot.

A Kitsap County Superior Court ju-
ry convicted Raymond Thomas Short
of attempted first-degree murder for
shooting Robert Roland
Sears, 73, with a .22-
caliber pistol.

When asked if he
saw Sears with a weap-
on, Short testified that
in the past Sears told
him he had access to a
gun and could karate
kick as high as a door frame: “Mr.
Sears is a weapon, or was in the time I
knew him.”

The two offered differing testimony
at trial, but both presented jurors with
colorful characters. While testifying,
Sears wore a plaid shirt, a chain wallet
and combed his hair in a pompadour.
He told jurors that he heard the voice
of God right after he was shot telling
him to get up and that he would be all
right.

Short, a self-taught music compos-
er, used figures of speech such as “a
raccoon’s age” instead of saying “sev-
en years.” At sentencing, he criticized
the justice process as bordering on
“outright chicanery” and called jurors
“a gullible, relatively uninformed au-
dience.”

“A few seconds of fear and panic – a 

See SHORT, Page 4A

Judges
toss out
Short’s
conviction 
Man was sentenced
for attempted murder

Andrew Binion Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

Short
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came a hit Broadway show. They were
required to commit a minimum of 17
weeks to after-school rehearsals.

Third-grade teacher Katie Sprague,
who coordinates performing and visual
arts programs at View Ridge, led the
production team. 

“It’s so worth it in every way to see
these kids get these opportunities,”
Sprague said. “We really wanted some-
thing for those kids that wanted a bigger
picture of what theater is all about.”

The goal of Disney Musicals in
Schools is to create sustainable musical
theater programs in public schools —
especially those that may not have the
means to do so on their own — by pro-
viding free training to staff, scripts, di-
rectors’ guides and other support.

In December, students from View
Ridge and Manchester, along with other
participating schools, got to see a per-
formance of Disney’s “The Lion King” at
The Paramount Theatre in Seattle, and
on March 18, each school performed a
song from the show on stage at The Par-
amount. View Ridge performed “The
Circle of Life.”

View Ridge arts-focused

Disney Musicals in Schools was a
perfect fit for View Ridge’s “arts integra-
tion” focus, said principal Korene Cal-
derwood. More than 50 students took
part.

“I think one of the things that it’s
done for them is it’s given them the op-
portunity to showcase talents that they
may not have thought they had,” Calder-
wood said.

Roughly 65 percent of students at
View Ridge qualify as low-income under
federal guidelines, so the school’s abil-
ity to raise funds through the PTA is lim-
ited, Calderwood said. Disney matched
the school’s DonorsChoose $1,000
fundraiser to help cover the cost of
props and costumes.

The production team got creative
making props and scenery on a budget.
Team members brought in leftover cans
of paint from home and found just the
right colors to create savannah and jun-
gle scenery on existing plywood panels.
The costumes were simple but effective:
sturdy, brightly-colored paper masks
plus a few key accouterments for some
of the main characters.

View Ridge will be eligible to partici-
pate again next year, with free access to
another Disney KIDS production and in-
service training for staff. But like a kid
taking off the training wheels, View

Ridge will be fully in charge of its own
production.

Next year’s production will be an-
nounced at the April 10 performance.
Other available Disney KIDS produc-

tions are “The Jungle Book,” “Winnie
the Pooh,” “Aristocats,” “Aladdin,” “Cin-
derella” and “101 Dalmatians.”

Manchester plays to packed house

Manchester Elementary, like View
Ridge, weaves art expression into its
curriculum.

“I would say, if Manchester had an
identity, I would say the arts are very
central to everything we do,” said princi-
pal Rachelle Byrd.

Byrd credits music instructor Moira
Hoisington for bringing Disney Musi-
cals in Schools to Manchester.

“She found out about the program
and approached me about it last year,
and we said let’s make this a go and it
was very successful,” Bryd said. “They
practiced three hours a week for 17
weeks, which was a huge undertaking.
it was a teamwork effort between staff,
parents and volunteers.”

Eighty students participated in “The
Lion King KIDS.” As at View Ridge, staff
saw multiple benefits, particularly for
shy kids and those who struggle aca-
demically.

“I think it gave kids another outlet for
success. I’d say that was a huge benefit
for us,” Byrd said. “It built their confi-
dence.”

Manchester students performed
“The Lion King KIDS” before a packed
house on March 13 and 14 at South Kit-
sap High School’s performing arts cen-
ter.

View Ridge
Continued from Page 1A

Devin Warren as adult Simba performs in View Ridge Elementary Arts Academy's production of “The Lion King KIDS” in a
dress rehearsal March 8, 2019, at the East Bremerton Community Gym. The school was selected to take part in the Disney
Musicals in Schools program for the 2018-19 school year. CHRIS HENRY / KITSAP SUN

Marley Cox as young Nala performs in View Ridge Elementary Arts Academy's
production of “The Lion King KIDS” in a dress rehearsal March 8. CHRISTOPHER

NELSON/SEATTLE THEATRE GROUP


