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A SWEET HARVEST

Bremerton,
Kitsap Co.
use CARES
Act money
for schools
Christian Vosler and Jessie Darland
Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

mills, according to court documents.
The type of maple harvested by the
group is highly prized and used to produce musical instruments, prosecutors said.
In August 2018, the group found a
tree they wanted that contained a nest
of bees and attempted to remove the
bees with insecticide. When that was
unsuccessful, Wilke poured gasoline
on the nest and lit it on fire, according
to court documents. The group attempted to put the fire out with water
bottles but the blaze spread and grew
to become the Maple Fire, which
burned more than 3,300 acres be-

BREMERTON – The city of Bremerton will buy $250,000 worth of technology for students in the Bremerton
School District who are learning from
home during the COVID-19 pandemic
with federal CARES Act funding, officials announced last week.
And, Kitsap County will use a portion of its federal funding to pay for a
tutoring program for the children of its
employees.
The city of Bremerton is using federal CARES Act funding to pay for 150
portable Wi-Fi hotspots for students
who do not have access to internet,
plus Wi-Fi extending antennas for
school buildings and buses, according
to a statement from the school district
and Mayor Greg Wheeler’s office.
The purchase also includes 450
touchscreen Chromebooks for kindergartners who have been using laptops,
according to the statement. Touchscreen devices are easier for kindergartners to use than traditional laptops.
In the statement, Bremerton School
District Superintendent Aaron Leavell
said that the district has received a lot
of feedback from parents about the
need for touchscreen devices for
younger students.
“The city’s purchase of these devices is going to make a huge difference in the educational experience for
our youngest learners. These devices,
as well as additional Wi-Fi hotspots,
helps us fulfill our mission to expand
equity across the district and will ensure we can continue providing the
services families and students rely on
during the school week,” Leavell said.
Additionally, antennas will be installed on Bremerton School District
buildings to help boost the district’s
Wi-Fi signal into nearby neighborhoods, district spokeswoman Karen
Bevers said. The plan is for the Wi-Fi to
be available to everyone in the neighborhood, with students having priority
during the day.
Wi-Fi hotspots will be installed on
24 school buses, which will be parked
in locations with known internet issues, Bevers said.
“The biggest challenge is that many
of the families that are having issues
are the hardest to reach,” Bevers said.
City and school district officials
have discussed how to use the city’s
CARES Act funding to help students
for several months, Wheeler said. Two
priorities quickly emerged after students started the year learning remotely – the need for internet access
and touchscreen devices for younger
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Head volunteer Polly Longworth, left, and vineyard lead Ariel Doyle dump buckets of freshly picked
Madeleine Angevine grapes into a bin to be transported back to the winery Tuesday at Bainbridge Vineyards
on Bainbridge Island. MEEGAN M. REID / KITSAP SUN

Wilderness areas
reopen as fire
danger decreases
Josh Farley Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

BREMERTON – Forested lands popular with local hikers have reopened to
public use, following recent rains that
have driven down fears of widespread
area wildfires.
The 2,200-acre Ueland Tree Farm,
closed since Sept. 11, resumed access
to its network of trails Monday off Lebers Lane NW.
“The rainfall we had over the weekend along with higher humidities, lower temperatures have reduced the fire
danger on the tree farm to an acceptable level,” said Mark Mauren, Ueland
Tree Farm property manager. “We are
also thankful and appreciative of the
public respecting the closure of the
tree farm and staying away until the
fire risk was reduced.
On Tuesday, workers with Kitsap
County’s parks department removed
the barricades at the entrance of the
3,500-acre Port Gamble Forest Heritage Park, according to Kitsap County
Parks Director Jim Dunwiddie.
Meanwhile, the timber company
Rayonier, which owns forests in Kitsap, Mason and Jefferson counties,
has reopened all its properties as well,
including ones managed by Pope ReSee REOPEN, Page 2A

The Maple Fire scorched hundreds of acres of the Olympic National Forest in
2018. WESTERN WASHINGTON INCIDENT MANAGEMENT TEAM/ FACEBOOK

Man from group that set
’18 Maple Fire sentenced
Nathan Pilling Kitsap Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

A man involved in a timber poaching effort in Olympic National Forest
that started a large wildfire in 2018 has
been sentenced to 30 months in prison.
Shawn Edward Williams, 49, pleaded guilty to theft of public property
and setting timber afire charges in U.S.
District Court in December 2019.
Edwards and another man, Justin
Andrew Wilke, were charged last year
for their roles in an illegal logging operation in the national forest in 2018 in
which they and others felled maple
trees and sold the wood to lumber
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New studies examine virus spread on flights
Seating proximity heightens infection risk
Chris Woodyard
USA TODAY

Two new studies published in a scientific journal raise questions about
whether transmission of
the
coronavirus
on
lengthy commercial airline flights might be more
common than earlier
thought.
One looked at two passengers and two flight attendants on the same

15-hour flight from Boston to Hong Kong who later tested positive for COVID-19. It was found that
the virus’s genetic sequence in all four was
identical,
which
the
study said “strongly suggests that the virus can be
transmitted during air
travel.”
The other study examined a 10-hour flight from
London to Hanoi, Vietnam, in which 16 aboard
were found to have the virus, 12 of whom were
seated in business class
within two seats or rows
of the only symptomatic
person. “Seating proximity was strongly associated with increased infection risk,” the study concluded.
The studies, both published in the journal
Emerging Infectious Diseases, are significant because travelers have
slowly been returning to
the air as more has become known about how
to avoid contracting COVID-19. Both involve
flights that occurred in
March and they don’t
spell out whether passengers were wearing
masks.

Airlines are now requiring all passengers
and crew aboard flights
wear masks. Also, many
airlines have been flying
their planes at reduced
capacity, blocking off
middle seats in order to
afford more distance between passengers.
Less was known about
how to limit transmission
of the coronavirus when
the flights studied occurred and before precautions like masks and
social distancing were
becoming commonplace,
at least in the U.S.
The first study, conducted by researchers in
the United Kingdom and
Hong Kong, started by examining records of 1,110
who had contracted COVID-19 to see who had
traveled, leading to the
discovery of the cluster of
four who had been
aboard the same long
flight on a Boeing 777.
The study was able to
show that the viral sequence was unique to the
four, with the distinct
possibility that two passengers, a married couple
seated one behind the
other in business class,
had contracted COVID-19
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students.
“To protect our students and the employees
and our families (remote
learning) was the right
thing to do, but I also
knew we would need to
step up, each jurisdiction
would need to step up
and help out where it
could,” Wheeler said.
Bremerton
School
District has provided
Chromebooks for older
students for a few years
and started distributing
Wi-Fi hotspots to families in need in the spring,
Bevers said. Almost all
the district’s available
hotspots
have
been
loaned out or spoken for
now that students are
learning from home.
“A lot of these kids do
not have the resources at
home to go and purchase
extra technology, to go
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Passengers are required to wear masks while flying on a plane for all major U.S.
airlines and at the airport. GETTY IMAGES

before getting on the
flight.
“The only location
where all four persons
were in close proximity
for an extended period
was inside the airplane,”
the study states.
The other study was
conducted by Vietnamese and Australian researchers, identifying a
27-year-old
businesswoman who had been ex-

purchase new laptops or
workbooks or beef up
their internet,” Wheeler
said.

Tutoring program
Kitsap County has approved a new tutoring
program for the children
of county employees using CARES Act funding.
Results from a returnto-work survey given to
county
employees
showed that helping
their children with their
schooling was one of the
biggest barriers they anticipate in the coming
months.
Up to $50,000 in
CARES funding will be
used to pay teachers $40
per hour for online tutoring. The county would
fund Zoom access and
publicize the tutoring to
county staff.
There could also be inperson sessions in unoccupied county parks facilities so students can
get one-on-one help in
person.
The
county
would fund facility rental
costs, Plexiglass barriers
between students and
teachers, cleaning supplies and upgraded Wi-Fi
capabilities.
Instructors would be
paid $50 per hour for inperson sessions. Sessions would likely be after the school day is
done, but it depends on
the availability of teachers and students, said
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Nancy Buonanno Grennan, Kitsap County human resources director.
“I think most employers are just trying to figure out how to best support their employees
during this ... time,” Buonanno Grennan said.
“How to be creative to
meet their needs to they
can continue to work
productively.”
Central Kitsap School
District is extending the
offer to tutor to substitute teachers in the district, said David Beil,
CKSD spokesman. The
school district isn’t providing funding for it.
There’s a possibility
that if successful, the tutoring could be opened to
others beyond county
employees’ students, Buonanno Grennan said.
The county is piloting the
program for county employees, and it’s expected to begin this month.
Bremerton has received $1.2 million in
CARES Act funding so
far, with an additional
$630,000 on the way, according to city financial
director Mike Riley.
Local governments in
Washington have until
Nov. 30 to use CARES Act
funds and must adhere to
state
guidelines
for
spending the money. Expenditures must be connected to the COVID-19
emergency and cannot
be used for items in the
recently-approved bud-

get as of March 27. Funds
also can’t be used to cover shortfalls in government revenue.
Kitsap County has allocated $14.8 million in
CARES Act funding to
pay for expenses ranging
from the county’s Emergency Operations Center
and Kitsap Public Health
District to small-business assistance, mortgage and rental assistance, funding for food
banks and quarantine
and isolation centers.
So far, Bremerton has
allocated about $1 million
of its CARES Act funding:
$250,000 each to its
Small Business Administration grant program
and the school district,
and the rest to internal
city operations, IT support, PPE, front entrance
retrofits and other supplies.
Bremerton still has
about $900,000 in federal funding that it needs to
spend before the Nov. 30,
Riley said. City officials
are talking with leaders
of other cities in Kitsap
about how they have allocated their funds.
Funding that doesn’t
meet state requirements
may have to be repaid.
“The last thing I want
to do for Bremerton is go
down into a program that
was on the fringes of being funded and then we
get audited and have to
repay the money,” Riley
said.
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from the international air
travel industry classifies
the in-flight transmission
risk as very low and recommends
only
the
use of face masks without
additional measures to
increase physical distance on board, such as
blocking the middle
seats.
Our findings challenge
these recommendations,”
the study states.
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periencing a sore throat
and cough as the one likely to have spread the infection. After the trip on
Vietnamese
Airlines
Flight 54, a contact tracing effort was mounted to
try to limit the spread.
It was found that 11 of
the infected passengers
in business class were
seated relatively close to
the woman.
“The latest guidance
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