
DACA phase out: 'I am from here,' Bremerton Dreamer
says
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BREMERTON — Karina Reyes vividly recalls the feeling, about five years ago, when she gained the right to
work in the United States.

"It was such a relief," said Reyes, a Bremerton High School graduate. "I couldn't get a job otherwise." 

The 24-year-old paraeducator and aspiring teacher, whose parents brought her to America from Mexico in her
early teens, has since paid $500 every two years to be part of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) program, often called the Dreamers. 

Now, her future —and her life with her husband and two children — is uncertain. President Donald Trump's
administration this past week announced an end to the program (/story/news/politics/2017/09/05/trump-congress-do-your-job-daca-immigration-
replacement-plan/632191001/), enacted under President Barack Obama. 

"It wasn't my choice. My parents brought me here," she said, tears welling in her eyes. "This president is trying to make us go back to a country where we
don't belong." 

Reyes is one of about 800,000 in the nation and an estimated 300 to 400 people in Kitsap County enrolled in the program, according to Ray Garrido,
legal services director for the Kitsap Immigrants Assistance Center, or KIAC.

She is well-connected in the Bremerton community. Her family attends Holy Trinity Catholic Church; her husband, who also has authorization to work
here, runs a landscaping business. She often volunteers at KIAC's monthly medical clinic. 

"I know I am from Mexico but I love this country," she said, noting her family celebrates American holidays. "I feel like I am from here." 

Ray Garrido, center, legal service director for KIAC, talks about the status of those in Kitsap and the repeal of DACA with Karina Reyes, left, and Martitha May, right, at the
Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center in Bremerton. (Photo: Meegan M. Reid / Kitsap Sun)

The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act was actually introduced in 2001 and has come close to the president's desk on at
least two occasions. Obama signed an executive order creating the DACA program in 2012. He'd asked Congress to pass a bill to the same effect, but
Congress never did. 
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Trump said this past week he believes it is the job of the legislative branch of government, and not the executive, to enact immigration policy. He
encouraged Congress to pass a bill within the next six months before DACA is officially ended. Whether Congress will act is undetermined, leaving
families like Reyes' scared of what could happen. 

"People are crying, asking 'what's going to happen next,'" said Martitha May, family services director for KIAC. "It's uncertain, their future." 

Born in Veracruz, Mexico, Reyes came to the United States with her parents at 13 in 2007. Her family first came to Idaho before settling on the Kitsap
peninsula. 

Upon graduating from Bremerton and after enrolling in DACA, she got a job working as a paraeducator in the Bremerton School District. She wants to go
to college in while raising her two children to become a teacher. 

"We're not bad people — I haven't even gotten a speeding ticket," she said. "I want to be a good citizen." 

A number of states, including Washington, announced this week they are suing the Trump Administration over its plans to end DACA
(/story/news/politics/2017/09/06/see-you-court-15-states-and-d-c-file-lawsuit-challenging-trumps-daca-rollback/638826001/). At the local level, KIAC has
increased its presence in the community to serve as advocates for Dreamers. It's received an outpouring of volunteer support. 

Olympic College, for its part, on Tuesday joined the state’s other community colleges and four-year institutions in blasting the Trump administration’s
DACA decision.

“This lamentable decision to end DACA threatens to rob us of hundreds of thousands of gifted, hard-working and dedicated young people who are
American in every way but their immigration status,” the colleges said in a letter to Congress. “They are our neighbors, our co-workers, our friends and
our family. They are us.”

Since Trump's election, interest in the Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center has surged. The number of volunteer hours has doubled from roughly 600 a
month to 1,200, Garrido said. As the only such nonprofit operating between Shelton and Port Angeles, the center is also on the cusp of opening a branch
in Port Townsend. Garrido said he would do his part to help those like Reyes.

Kitsap Immigrant Assistance Center's Martitha May (left) embraces Karina Reyes as Reyes talks about her fears about the repeal of DACA at the KIAC in Bremerton on
Thursday, September 7, 2017. (Photo: Meegan M. Reid / Kitsap Sun)

"If we get deported, what's going to happen to my kids?" Reyes wondered. "We're just trying to do good for the country." 

"We're gonna fight for you," Garrido vowed. "I'm proud of you because you're here, and we're going to keep you here." 
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