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TOPIC: SERIAL KILLERS AND THEIR DISORDERS

Main Research Questions:

• Are most serial killers considered insane at the time of the crime?

• What mental illness is more prone in Serial Killers?

• Is the Serial Killer aware of what he is doing during the crime?

• Was their act a cause of impulse?



INTRODUCTION

• The answers to this topic/questions will give a better perspective of how 

serial killers work under a mental illness. Most serial killers who are 

diagnosed with some mental illness, have a story of why they began their 

killings. We will see three serial killers and each of their mental illnesses.



PARANOID SCHIZOPHRENIA

• Persons with paranoid schizophrenia suffer from auditory hallucinations, 

and prominent delusional thoughts about persecution and conspiracy. The 

persons general behavior is often related to the disturbance of thoughts. 

Most paranoid schizophrenics hear voices threatening them or giving 

commands, or just laughing. 



DAVID BERKOWITZ “SON OF SAM”

• David was an adoptive boy who was very antisocial. Growing up his mother died 
of cancer, and when of age his adoptive father remarried and moved to Florida 
leaving him on his own.  David joined the army for 3 years and had a lot of anger 
and frustrations about woman (had relations with a prostitute and contracted a 
disease he kept as a souvenir.) When he got his own place, he had a hard time 
adjusting to his neighbors dog. He locked himself in there and wrote on the wall 
“In this hole lives the wicked king…”; “Kill for my master…”; “I turn Children into 
Killers”. David claimed he gave into the voices in order for them to stop 
tormenting him. Every demon within him told him exactly which woman to kill. 
When arrested he was happy. When interrogated, he told police that the demons 
lived in the dog of Sam Carr, his neighbors. (how his name ‘Son of Sam’ came 
about). He was sentenced to 365 years in prison. 





BORDERLINE PERSONALITY DISORDER

• Persons are usually very impulsive and self-injurious. Have a unstable pattern of 

interacting with others and has recurrent suicidal attempts. Very emotionally instable, 

chronic feelings of empitiness, and high impulsivity (such as sex, substance abuse, 

etc.)



JEFFERY DAHMER

• Jeffery was a child molester, but not the normal. He has fantasized about killing men and 

having sex with their corpses since he was 14 years old. He didn’t began killing until after 

he graduated when he picked up a hitchhiker and killed him. Dahmer went to college but 

soon dropped out and began drinking. He was in the Army but was discharged for 

excessive drinking.  Dahmer had a major drinking problem so he would go out to gay 

bars, which is where he would lure his victims from the bar by offering to take pictures for 

money and to drink. Most of his victims were from ages 14 and up. He would drug them, 

strangle them, and masturbate or have sex with their corpse. After feeding into his sexual 

irresistible impulse, he would take pictures of his victims in different poses and later 

disembodied them. He kept most of the parts in a back closet, such as decomposed 

hands and private parts. At the time of his arrest, police found multiple heads in his 

refrigerator. At trial he said he was insane but was found not to be.





SCHIZOPHRENIA

• There are many different subtypes of schizophrenia. Some are serious and 

some are not that bad. 



SEXUAL PSYCHOPATH

• A psychopath is a person who feels no remorse for any of their actions, no conscience, and no concern 
for the well being of strangers, friends, or even family. A sexual psychopath has all the same 
characteristics except they are incapable of feeling love.



ED GEIN

• You may have heard of movies about Norman Bates, Texas Chainsaw, and even Psycho. Well 
Ed Gein was the inspiration for each movie. Ed Gein lived in Wisconsin on a 160-acre farm with 
his brother and domineering mother who said sex was basically a sin. Both his brother and 
mother died in the mid 40s. When left alone on the farm, he locked his mothers door in fear of 
her spirit and 6 others. He lived in the bottom room and only went to the kitchen. He became 
fascinated with the female body. He studied anatomy, medical encyclopedias, pulp horror 
novels, and porn magazines. To feed in to his fascination, he dug up female corpses and 
dissected them keeping their sex organs, livers, hearts and intestines. When he was arrested, 
police found the body of many women around his mothers age (50+) slaughtered. One woman 
was found hung upside-down from a meat hook split down the middle. The idea of the Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre came from the many items made from human skin and bones around his 
house. He was sent to a mental hospital for 10 years until he was contempt to stand trial. He 
was found guilty but also criminally insane. 





MENTIONED/IMPORTANT WORDS

• Irresistible Impulse: mental condition that inhabited the persons ability to control 
his actions at the time of the offense, even when the person knows the act was 
wrong. 

• Hedonistic: a type of serial killer who kills for the thrill and takes sadistic sexual 
pleasure in the torment of their victims.

• Power-oriented: type of serial killer who enjoys the capturing of their victims 
before killing them.

• Taking what you already know about the Insanity Case, would you say that each 
serial killer presented should have gotten the insanity case.

• Do most people who have a mental illness act on impulsion or act on what they 
believe is 


