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Student Safety Walking to School and Riding Buses

Distance Determination/Safety Considerations/Ridership Eligibility

Students will not be required to walk the Manette or Warren Avenue Bridges.

High School, junior high school and middle school students may be required to walk up to one
(1) mile to the bus stop.

Elementary students may be required to walk up to one half mile to the bus stop.
  
Midday Kindergarten students may be required to walk up to 3 blocks or one fourth mile to or
from the midday bus stop.

There are certain areas within walking distance which are considered sufficiently hazardous
where transportation is provided.  The criteria for judging the degree of hazard are published by
the State.  The Board will approve the list of hazardous walking areas each year in September.

The measurement of the maximum walking distance shall be the shortest distance the pupil
would walk from his/her entry onto public right-of-way to the nearest entrance onto school
property.

Students will be picked up and dropped at the stop determined by the Transportation Supervisor
to be their home stop.

Parents may request an alternate stop, in writing, for a particular day.  The principal will
recommend to the supervisor of transportation approval or disapproval.  Approval is normally
granted for one day requests, except when bus changing can be expected to cause overloads. 
When the process includes groups of students, the principal must clear the decisions with the
Transportation Supervisor.

To ensure fairness and consistency, the following procedures are to be used in determining
whether or not students may ride to and/or from the schools.

1. Residence shall be defined as:

a. the student's (parents' or guardians') legal residence as defined in          
WAC 392-137-010 b. babysitters (permanent)
c. daycare centers (permanent)
d. temporary foster homes
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2. Transportation will be provided for Bremerton students in daycare centers only if
they are beyond the maximum walking distance.  Bremerton residents may be
provided transportation to and from daycare centers outside the District if the
Superintendent determines such actions are in the District's interest.

3. Open enrollment students may be transported if the Transportation Supervisor
determines it can be done at no additional cost to the District. Out of District
students (residence not within District boundaries) will not be transported. 

4. Students not able to attend school in their attendance area because of over
crowding or program considerations will be picked up at their home school for
transfer to their school of attendance.  Schedules of transfer buses will be
established to connect with routine transportation serving the home school.

Bus Safety and Exit Drills

The supervisor will have drivers run exit drills, in conjunction with the routine bus routes, twice
(2) a year.  The first will be in the first six (6) weeks of the first semester and the second within
the first six (6) weeks of the second semester.  Special Education students who normally ride
buses will participate in the drills.

The first drill will be from the side emergency door and the second drill from the emergency and
service door.  The State drivers' training manual will be used as a guide.

Emergencies

Accidents or Breakdowns.  In the event of an accident, it is essential that certain steps be taken
immediately, especially if anyone has been injured.  Assuming that he/she is in physical
condition to discharge these duties, the driver should:

1. Calm the students and ask an adult or older student to take charge, keeping students
in the bus if it has not been badly damaged, is in a normal position and is not in
further danger;

2. determine if anyone has been injured and administer first aid;

3. put reflectors or ask an older student to put reflectors in front and in back of the bus
as soon as possible;

4. notify school officials (or if a school official is not available, a law enforcement
officer) as soon as possible; ( School officials shall notify a law enforcement officer,
send for 
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an ambulance if necessary and send a District representative to the scene of the 
accident.)

5. no matter how minor the accident, obtain the data necessary for making an accident
report and the names and addresses of witnesses, if any;.

6. speak only to a law enforcement officer and do so in private so others will not hear
the conversation;

7. leave the bus at the scene of the accident until authorized by a law enforcement
officer to move the bus, unless the bus is jeopardizing the safety of others and

8. go to the transportation department as soon as possible after the accident to make the
report for the law enforcement agency and for the insurance company representing
the District.

In an emergency situation, two older high school or middle school students shall be sent to the
telephone to call the Transportation Department or, if no answer, a law enforcement officer
(911).  The proper phone numbers for these organizations shall be posted on the bus.  To ensure
student safety, visual contact of the student must be maintained by the driver.

Emergency Exit Drill Procedures.  These practice drills are to be held on school property only. 
Only those students whose participation in an exit drill poses a substantial difficulty to
themselves or to other passengers shall be excused and/or excluded from exit drill participation. 
Students who are excluded from participation shall be given oral instruction in bus safety and
exit drills twice (2) during the school year at the same time exit drills are conducted. 

During the Emergency Practice Drill, the driver shall:

1. Shut off motor, set hand brake, leave bus in gear and pull keys;

2. Point out the location and explain the operation of emergency equipment as follows:

a. Instruct students on opening, closing and exiting from emergency exit doors and
windows.  The driver shall personally supervise the exiting of students through
the exit door with the assistance of older students or staff standing on each side
of the door to assist students exiting the bus. Persons assisting in the drill shall
offer a helping hand, palm up, and shall avoid grasping a student's hand or arm.

During emergency exit drills, students shall exit only through the rear exit
doors.  In an actual emergency, they should be instructed to use any and all exit
doors that are not blocked.
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b. Show students where fire extinguishers are located and instruct students on how
to remove and operate the fire extinguishers.  Fire extinguishers are not to be
actually used during the emergency drill.

c. Show students where first aid kits are located and advise them of the contents
and proper use of medical supplies contained in these kits.

d. Show students the location of emergency warning devices and advise them of
the proper use of these devices.

3. On completion of emergency exit drills, complete the official bus emergency exit drill
report and return it to the transportation office.

Rules for Students Riding School Buses

1. The driver is in full charge of the bus and students.  Students must obey the driver
promptly and willingly.

2. Students shall ride their regularly assigned bus at all times, unless permission has been
granted by the school authorities.  School authorities should verify with the drivers the
availability of extra seating space and should not issue bus passes for non-regular riders
without prior approval.

3. Unless by written permission of school authorities, no student shall be permitted to leave
the bus except at his/her regular stop.

4. Each student may be assigned a seat in which he/she will be seated at all times, unless
permission to change is given by the school principal and/or driver.

5. Outside of ordinary conversation, classroom conduct must be observed.

6. Students are to assist in keeping the bus clean by keeping their waste paper off 
the floor.  Students must also refrain from throwing refuse out of the windows.  To help
keep the bus clean, eating is not allowed.

7. No student shall at any time extend his/her head, hands or arms out of the windows,
whether school bus is in motion or standing still.

8. Students must have nothing in their possession that may cause injury to another, such as
sticks, breakable containers, any type of fire arms, straps or pins extending from their
clothing.  Except for "seeing-eye" dogs, no animal is permitted on the buses.

9. Students must keep books and personal belongings out of the aisle.  Special permission
must be granted by school authorities to transport any large items.
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10. No student will be allowed to talk to the driver more than necessary.

11. No student shall sit in the driver's seat, nor shall any student be located to the immediate
left or right of the driver.

12. Students are to remain seated while the bus is in motion.  Students are not to get on or
off the bus until the bus has come to a full stop.

13. Students must leave the bus in an orderly manner.

14. Students must cross the highway only in front of the school bus and never behind it.

15. Students must not stand or play in the roadway while waiting for the bus.  Students
should leave home early enough to arrive at the bus stop before the bus is due.

16. Self-discipline should be exercised by students at the bus loading area.  Students are to
refrain from pushing and shoving other students.

17. Students who have to walk some distance along the highway to the bus loading zone,
where practical, must walk on the left hand side facing the oncoming traffic.  This will
also apply to students leaving the bus loading zone in the evening.

18. Students' misconduct on a bus will be sufficient reason to discontinue bus transportation
for those students involved.

19. In the event of an actual emergency, emergency exit procedures, as established by the
emergency exit drills, will be followed.

20. Parents of students damaging school buses will be responsible for proper reimbursement
to the school district.

21. Students are not to run errands between the bus stop and their home.

22. No pupil will smoke or light matches on a school bus.

23. No pupil shall open a window on the school bus without first getting permission 
from the school bus driver.

Bus Discipline Procedures

1. FIRST OFFENSE

A. The driver shall give the student a verbal warning followed by at least one (1) attempt
to reach parent/guardian at home, work or emergency number to inform him/her of
the student’s behavior.
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B. A telephone log will be kept by the driver and an entry made of each call, noting date,
time and parent's reply.

C. Listed below are examples of infractions that would fall under first offense:

1. Standing while bus is moving
2. Changing seats while the bus is moving
3. Eating or drinking
4. Excessive noise
5. Lowering windows below prescribed level
6. Throwing paper
7. Breaking pencils
8. Saving seats
9. Bothering other students

10. Threatening or inflicting physical injury to other students
11. Inappropriate bus stop behavior

2. SECOND OFFENSE

A. The driver shall give the Transportation Supervisor a bus discipline report.

B. The student may lose bus riding privileges for a maximum of five (5) days following 
notification of parent/guardian and principal/designee by the transportation

supervisor.

C. If there is no contact phone for the parent/guardian, a letter accompanying the bus
discipline report will be sent home by mail with a copy sent to the principal.
Suspension will start on the fourth (4th) day after the report is mailed. The date will
be noted in the report.

D. A parent conference will be required before bus riding privileges are reinstated for the
student.

3. THIRD OFFENSE

A. Student may lose bus riding privileges for a minimum of fifteen (15) days after the
transportation supervisor has notified the parent/guardian and principal/designee of
the suspension by means of the bus discipline report.

B. Notification to parent/guardian will be the same as Paragraph C under "Second
Offense."
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C. Depending on the severity of the infraction, the suspension could be for the remainder
of the semester or remainder of the school year.

D. A conference with the parent, student, driver, principal/designee and transportation
supervisor must be held before bus riding privileges will be reinstated.

E. It will be the parent/guardian's responsibility to contact the principal to arrange for
the date, time and place for the conference.  The principal/designee will notify the
other parties involved of the arrangements.

4. EXTREMELY INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR

A. In the case of a severe behavioral problem on the bus, the driver shall proceed to the
transportation office or nearest school where the transportation supervisor or
principal/designee will intervene to correct the behavior or, at the driver's request,
remove the child from the bus.

B. Disciplinary action to be taken will be administered under terms outlined under
"Third Offense" with a minimum fifteen (15) day suspension of bus riding privileges. 
Suspension may be for the remainder of the semester or remainder of the school year.

C. Notification guidelines will be the same as Paragraph C under "Second 
Offense".

D. Listed below are examples of infractions that would fall under extremely
inappropriate behavior:

1. Fighting, pushing or shoving
2. Spitting
3. Obscene gestures
4. Vulgar or offensive language
5. Obscene or derogatory remarks directed to driver
6. Obscene or derogatory remarks directed to other students
7. Talking back or "sassing" the driver
8. Refusing to sit where directed to sit
9. Damage or vandalism to bus

10. Smoking on bus
11. Striking matches, using lighters or any other flame producer
12. Shooting foreign objects with rubber bands
13. Shooting any type of fireworks or any explosive
14. Indecent exposure
15. Possessing, brandishing or using any type of weapon
16. Extending arms, hands or body out window
17. Shouting or gesturing out window to pedestrians
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18. Failure to cross street in front of bus
19. Throwing any object out windows
20. Refusing to give name, address and phone number to driver or giving false

information
21. Refusing to obey driver immediately and without complaint
22. Spraying aerosol cans.

     23. Continuing infractions from first, second or third offense

5. BUS DAMAGES

A. For damage or vandalism to bus, action to be taken will be administered under terms
outlined under "Third Offense" with a minimum of fifteen (15) days suspension of
bus riding privileges, possibly for the remainder of the semester or remainder of the
school year.

B. Damage to buses will be billed to student's parent/guardian.

The principal or his/her designee will be involved in all decisions that result in loss of bus riding
privileges.

If a parent does not agree with the decision of the principal/designee and/or transportation
supervisor to deny a student bus riding privileges, he/she has the right to appeal the decision to
the Superintendent within three (3) days of the suspension.

Bremerton School District
9/3/98


