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Transportation

Route Guidelines

Routes should be established to:

1. avoid, whenever possible, left-hand turns when entering or exiting high speed roadways;

2. avoid students crossing a four-lane road;

3. minimize stopping on multi-lane roads, unless the bus can get completely off the road;

4. avoid, if possible, crossing railroad tracks;

5. provide transportation to students who live outside the distance specified by Board policy
from school or who would have to walk on a roadway declared unsafe by the Board;

6. deliver students to their school no more than thirty (30) minutes before school starts
(Note: It is desired that students arrive at school approximately twenty (20) minutes
before starting time to accommodate the breakfast program.);

7. pick up students at school within five (5) minutes of dismissal, unless a delay is caused
by a double run, or another guideline ( In that case, students should be picked up within
no more than thirty (30) minutes.);

8. avoid travel on dead end roads, unless it is necessary within these guidelines and there is
an ample safe area in which a bus can turn around, without backing;

9. fill each bus to rated capacity, provided that it is economically feasible and within the
other routing guidelines;

10. have minimum overlap or duplication in bus routes serving the same school and

11. avoid travel on private roads, drives or property and on unimproved roads (not surfaced
to county/city standards) or roads which are in such bad condition as to cause damage to
a bus.

Bus Stop Guidelines

Bus stops shall be established which:

1. are frequent enough so students do not have to walk more than one (1) mile to and from 
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the bus  (Bus stops may be more frequent when the road has been declared unsafe for
walking.);

2. are located where students can stand a safe distance from the road;

3. allow, where possible, the bus to get completely off of the road;

4. provide at least 500 feet on 35-mile-per-hour roadways, and 800 feet on 50-mile-per-hour
roadways of unobstructed visibility, both ways;

5. require as few students as possible to cross roadways with no students crossing multiple
land roads and highways and

6. are located where no damage is likely to occur to private property and where the number
of students waiting does not create unsafe conditions and/or situations.

Emergency Routes and Schedule Guidelines

1. If the school has bus service that is not noted on the snow schedule, pick-up points will
be the same as the regular schedule.

2. When snow or ice conditions prohibit complete operations, all grades (K-12) will begin
either one (1) or (2) hours late with dismissal at the regular time unless worsening
conditions dictate early dismissal.  Afternoon kindergarten classes will be on the regular
schedule unless notified otherwise.

3. Each fall students will be provided a copy of the snow schedule with detailed
instructions.  Students are expected to provide the snow schedule to their parent(s).

4. When conditions prohibit complete operations, Special Service runs will be limited in
accordance with the snow schedule.

5. Snow schedules will be implemented when snow/icy roads prevail. At the start of each
potential day for non-operation, the Transportation Supervisor or designee will check the
roads, communicate with Kitsap Transit, the State police and the Weather Service as
necessary and make a recommendation to the Superintendent by 5:30am. The
Superintendent, after consultation with the Transportation Supervisor, will make the
decision on whether or not the buses will operate.   

6. The District participates in the Public School Emergency Communications System
(PSECS) for complete Puget Sound dissemination.  The PSECS information cooperative
will be notified of schedule changes or emergency procedures due to any disaster or 
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emergency weather situation before 6:00am.  The information will also be put on the
automatic answering machine at the District office.

7. The following levels of service will be affected according to the length of closure:

One Hour Late
a. All schools (including WST Skills Center, Renaissance and Alliance Academy)

open one hour late.
b. Buses will operate one hour late.
c. Field trips are canceled.
d. Activity buses are canceled.
e. All swim programs are canceled.
f. Limited bus service for Special Services students is provided.
g. No breakfast will be served.
h. AM kindergarten will start one hour late.
i. There will be no AM pre-school and Head Start.
j. PM kindergarten, pre-school and Head Start normally begin at the regular time. 

If weather fails to improve, PM kindergarten, pre-school and Head Start may be
canceled.

k. Transportation from Bremerton High School to WST Skills Center and
Renaissance High is one hour late.

Two Hours Late
a. All schools (including WST Skills Center, Renaissance High and Alliance

Academy) open two hours late.
b. Buses will operate two hours late.
c. Items c-g above apply.
d. There will be no AM kindergarten, pre-school or Head Start classes.
e. PM kindergarten, pre-school and Head Start normally begin at the regular time. 

If weather fails to improve, PM kindergarten, pre-school and Head Start may be
canceled.

f. No AM WST Skills Center classes for Bremerton High students.
g. Transportation from Bremerton High to Renaissance High is two hours late.

Schools Closed
a. This is self-explanatory.  When Bremerton schools are closed, WST Skills Center,

Renaissance High and Alliance Academy are also closed.
b. Co-curricular trips are canceled.

8. If the decision is made to close school early, the following transportation schedules will
be implemented:
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9:30 decision to release early
BHS/BJHS 10:00
Elementary 11:00
MVMS 12:00

10:00 decision to release early
BHS/BJHS 10:30
Elementary 11:30
MVMS 12:30

10:30 decision to release early
BHS/BJHS 11:00
Elementary 12:00
MVMS   1:00

11:00 decision to release early
BHS/BJHS 11:30
Elementary 12:30
MVMS   1:30

11:30 decision to release early
Normal release time
Buses will follow the snow schedule if conditions dictate.  If snow schedules are
required, the information will be announced in the PSECS information cooperative.

The Transportation Supervisor will notify WST Skills Center and Renaissance High and arrange
transportation.

It will be the responsibility of parents to listen to the appropriate radio or TV stations for
announcement of early closures.

AM kindergarten students will return home on the same bus they ride to school in the morning.

The Superintendent may authorize release of “walkers” or release students to their parents earlier
than the schedules listed above.
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