
January and February
Calendar

Jan. 11 - Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Event,
               5:00pm 
Jan. 16 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - 
               No School
        OLC Clean Up, 10:00am-12:00pm
Jan. 18 - PTA Meeting, 6:00pm
Jan. 25 - School Spirit Dress Day:
              Pajama Day
       Family Night:  

       Bricks 4 Kidz, 5:00pm-6:30pm
Jan. 26 - School Spirit Dress Day:
              Mustache Day
Jan. 27 - School Spirit Dress Day:  

        Future Career Day
Jan. 30 - Non Student Day - No School
Feb. 8 - Family Night, 5:00pm-6:30pm, Gym
Feb. 10 PTA Movie Night & ASB Dance
Feb. 14 School Spirit Dress Day:
             Red Day
Feb. 20  President’s Day - No School
 

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun 
January 11, 2017 at 5pm 
Girls ages 7-14 (with mother or female 
guardian) come build hovercrafts, explore 
team challenges, and examine the world of 
engineering. For more information, contact:
Ami Looker
West Hills STEM Academy
Office Coordinator
360-473-4600
ami.looker@bremertonschools.org

West Hills STEM Academy 
Inspires a community of 21st century lifelong learners who are equipped to 

explain, engage, elaborate and evaluate in a global community.



STEM & Science Fair is Coming!

March 8, 2017
5:00-7:00pm

Mark your calendars and start thinking about 
what your experiment will be.

Volunteer judges are neededon March 
8 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  Can 
you help? Please email Mrs. Hall at  
desiree.hall@bremertonschools.org.

OLC Clean Up

West Hills STEM Academy 
needs your help!  We are 
hosting our 6th annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day volunteer 
opportunity and Outdoor 
Learning Center clean-up.

Please join us Monday, Janu-
ary 16th, from 10am to 12pm for hands-on 
volunteerism.  We need help cleaning and 
maintaining our Outdoor Classroom and 
community rain garden.
Where?  
West Hills STEM Academy Annex parking lot 
on Loxie Eagan Blvd
When? 
Monday, 1/16/15 from 10am to noon.   
Snacks and warm drinks will be provideWhy?  
MLK Jr Day is nationally recognized as a           
day on, not a day off.  It is a day for vol-     
unteer action and community 
projects across the nation.
Interested in helping?
Please contact Andrew Nelson 
at andrew.nelson@bremerton-
schools.org, or call  
360-473-4644

Your help is greatly  
appreciated!

PTA
Welcome to January 2017! We are almost 
halfway through the school year and it has 
been amazing so far! This month will we be 
having our meeting on January 18th at 6pm 
in the Innovation Zone. We will also be send-
ing home our annual chocolate fundraiser at 
the end of the month.  

This is the time when we look for those out-
standing educators and volunteers that we 
will honor in March. If you know of someone 
that you would like to nominate, please email 
westhillsstempta@yahoo.com and ask for the 
nomination form; they will also be available at 
the front of the school.  

We hope you had a wonderful and safe hol-
iday break and we can’t wait to see what the 
rest of the year has in store for all of us.

WSU Nutrition Corner
Would you like access to recipes, cookbooks 
and menus? You can find them all at the follow-
ing website:
https://www.choosemyplate.gov/recipes-cook-
books-and-menus



Congratulations to our NEW 
Self-Managers

Aiyana Williams
Michael Vangelder 
Kale Grimmage
Kyndall Tincher
Tanner Hallquist
Amber Chavez
Rosalyn Hathaway
Mio Morris
Liam Brookshire
Ibai Robinson
Cohan Johnson
Dominga Miguel Andres
Cailyn Sergent
Guillermo Miguel Andres
Isabella Diaz
Uziel Cortes-Gonzalez
Danielle Mathews
Riley Momberger
Grace Matthews
Arnold Silva

November Student of the 
Month: Thinking Flexibly 

Olivia Trexler
Alex Langston
Reginald Galbraith
Michael Neff
Bianca Maldonado
Dominga Miguel-Andres
A’nya Thompson
Jayden McCalister
Mason Wells
Marissa Quilimaco   
David Barojas-Hernandez
Jacob Del Valle
Evan Turner
Keturah Savage
Abby Stenwick
Kaitlyn O’Rourke-Dela Cruz
Calleigh Brake
Matthew Chichester
Riley Holden
Miles Gurske
Preston McCarty
Katrina Brocksome
Brian Ortiz
Cody Laguana
Kayla Welsh
Daniel Camacho
Aidyn Cohen
                   

Yearbooks On Sale
We have a limited amount of yearbooks. Grab 
your yearbook at a discounted rate until Fri-
day January 13, 2017. You may purchase them 
online at: 

http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09894744Staff of the Month  

Congratulations to 
Mrs. Geving

Spanish Immersion Teacher 
Staff of the Month for

January. 



Counselor Corner 

The holiday season can be a time of great 
joy and merriment. As the weather turns frigid, 
and with a little luck, snow begins to fall. Many 
people experience happiness with family and 
friends around this time of year. 

The holiday season can also be a time of 
stress and even sadness. It is important to take 
care of yourself all year round, and especially in 
times of increased stress. 

Here are the top ten ways to take care of 
yourself so that you can enjoy this and any time 
of year. 

1. Get enough sleep each night- 
    *About 8 hours for adults.
    *10-11 hours for children 7-12    
      years olf.
    *8-9 hours for children 12-17 years old.
2. Eat healthy food 
3. Don’t over-commit
4. Break large tasks into small steps
5. Exercise daily 
6. Make time for fun activities with friends     
    and/or family
7. Practice taking slow, deep breathes
8. Keep a gratitude journal
9. Listen to music that you love
10. Call a friend or family member just to chat

Happy holidays and have an excellent new 
year!

Washington State 
Learning Standards

Get the MOST out of books with 
Close Reading! 

It’s well known that students today are being 
held to high academic standards. Not only 
are students reading more difficult texts than 
before, we are asking them to analyze and 
deep comprehend these books. One strategy 
we use to build student understanding of a 
text is Close Reading. This technique encour-
ages students to read and re-read a text, 
looking for specific things each time. And 
then read it again, for good measure! These 
are skills you can practice at home, too! 

1. Read the book/article all the way through. 
Discuss any words that stuck out or anything 
you notice about the text structure itself (Is it 
in list form? Paragraphs? Why?) What type of 
book or article is it (fiction, nonfiction, story, 
informational)?

2.Ask text-specific questions (Where does it 
take place? Who are the main characters? 
What is the problem? What was the solu-
tion?). Go back to the book to find these 
answers specifically in the text, or where they 
might give clues that tell you the answer.

3. Read again and discuss deeper, more 
generalized questions: What was the author’s 
purpose in writing this? How does this story 
relate to a current news story? What does this 
article help to explain?

 



WHAT IS NEW AND UPCOMING AT WEST HILLS STEM ACADEMY?

@WHSTEMAcademy
#WHSTEM  #STEMlife 

#180daysofSTEM  

Coming in February:
PTA Movie Night 

& ASB Dance
Red Day

Hour of code

4th Grade - Lake Cushman Dam

6th Grade - Burke Museum

Band Concert



West Hills STEM Academy 
Family Fun Night!

Wednesday, 
January 25 
5:00-6:30pm 
WHSA Flex Space

For West Hills STEM Academy students grades K-5!

LEGO® Family Fun Night with Bricks 4 Kidz®!
• Enjoy a fun family night of learning and playing with LEGO bricks!

• Multiple fun LEGO activity stations set up in the Flex Space!
• A fun opportunity for students to connect reading and math concepts

with Bricks 4 Kidz LEGO models!
• Children get to keep a passport with stamps from each of the LEGO stations they visit!

• This is a free event for current West Hills STEM Academy families!

Since space is limited,
registration is required through the 

Bricks 4 Kidz website at:
www.bricks4kidz.com/kitsap

CLICK ON “REGISTER” AT THE TOP
THEN SEARCH FOR “WEST HILLS”
Please register each child participating.

Supported 
by Title 1 

Funds


